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The American crocodile has improved in status enough to be reclassified from endangered to the less critical category of threatened.
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fws.gov; 1--819) and Dr. Deborah 
Crouse (debby_crouse@fws.gov; 0-
8-1) are fish and wildlife biologists 
with the Fish and Wildlife Service’s 
Endangered Species Recovery Program.








































































Nadine Kanim and Dave Johnson of the FWS Yreka Office monitoring Yreka phlox on China Hill.  Kanim 























































Matt Braun, a public affairs special-
ist in the Service’s Yreka office, can 
be reached at matt_braun@fws.gov or 
0-8-.    
Yreka phlox at China Hill.








































































































































Fish and Wildlife Service staff netted fish from the transport truck’s holding tanks, placed them in buckets, 
and passed them down the line of volunteers to the river.
One of the buckets full of fish nears its temporary acclimation pen.  Left to right:  Cary Carman (USGS), Aimee 
Roberson (FWS), Jeff Bennett (NPS), Jason Remshardt (FWS), and Ray Mathews (TWDB).




































































































































Mike Bender, editor of the 
Endangered Species Bulletin, can be 
reached at mike_bender@fws.gov or 
0-8-.






















































The American burying beetle on the right is a male, distinguishable by the rectangular red mark near the 
mandibles.   The one on the left is a female.  Female beetles have a triangular marking, although it is not clear 















































































































American burying beetle larvae crawling on a quail carcass provided by 
keeper Lou Perrotti at the Roger Williams Park Zoo.  A female and male adult 
American burying beetle were placed on the carcass.  They proceeded to 
bury the quail, remove all the feathers, and secrete preservatives.  The female 
then laid eggs near the prepared carcass.  The parents feed each larva from 
the carcass, and when the larvae grow to the above size they will consume 














































































































Hayley Dikeman, a fish and wildlife 
biologist in the Service’s Oklahoma 
Ecological Services Field Office, can be 


































































































Sarena M. Selbo, a fish and wild-
life biologist formerly in the Service’s 
Reynoldsburg, Ohio, office, and now in 
the Mountain-Prairie Regional Office in 
Lakewood, Colorado, can be reached at 
sarena_selbo@fws.gov.




















































































Sarena M. Selbo, a fish and wild-
life biologist formerly in the Service’s 
Reynoldsburg, Ohio, office, and now in 
the Mountain-Prairie Regional Office in 
Lakewood, Colorado, can be reached at 


































































































































































































Ken Foote, an information and educa-
tion specialist with the Service’s Pacific 
Islands External Affairs office, can be 
reached at 808-9-9 or ken_foote@

































































The author (left) and Yamashina Institute for Ornithology researcher Tomoko Harada prepare to feed a short-






































































































The author assists with feeding one of the young Laysan albatross chicks during the first chick translocation 

















































































The scenic rearing site of the Laysan chicks at Kilauea Point NWR.  Removal of non-native Australian pines 
(Casuarina equisetifolia) was accomplished by refuge staff prior to the chicks’ arrival.








































































Judy Jacobs, an endangered species 
biologist in the Service’s Anchorage, 










Three of the 10 short-tailed albatross chicks moved from Torishima relax in the sun at their rearing site on 
Mukojima near their parent decoys.  The chicks are about 2 months of age.  All 10 chicks fledged about 2 
months after this photo was taken.








































































































































































































Flat-tailed horned lizard in the Gran Desierto, Sonora.  
University of Sonora students, Erin Fernandez, and Scott Richardson conducting bat surveys at the Jaguar 





























   
 
































Erin Fernandez1, México Program 
Coordinator (fish and wildlife biologist); 
Juan Carlos Bravo, Northwest México 
Representative; Jim Rorabaugh1, México 
Program Supervisor (supervisory 
biologist); Doug Duncan1, fish biologist; 
José Antonio Dávila Paulín, Assistant 
Director; and Scott Richardson1, fish and 
wildlife biologist. 
101 N Bonita Avenue, Suite 11
Arizona Ecological Services – Tucson Office 




Quinta Blanca #-a, Col. Las Quintas





Reserva de la Biosfera Pinacate y Gran 
Desierto de Altar 
Carretera 8, Km. 1, Puerto Peñasco, Sonora, 
México




































































Albert Lapahie, a wildlife technician with the Navajo Nation Department of Fish and Wildlife, holds a 
razorback sucker that used the fish passage at the Public Service Company of New Mexico weir on the San 
Juan River.  The passage has allowed 22 razorback suckers, 29 Colorado pikeminnows, and more than 87,000 


































































































































































































Biologists capture fish to monitor reproduction, growth, survival, and abundance.  Results are used to assess 
the effectiveness of management actions and adjust recovery efforts through adaptive management.
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Debbie Felker, information and 
education coordinator, and Tom 
Czapla, propagation coordinator, Upper 
Colorado River Endangered Fish 
Recovery Program, can be reached at 
debbie_felker@fws.gov or 0-99-, 
ext., and tom_czapla@fws.gov or 
0-99-, ext. 8.  Julie McIntyre, 
a fish and wildlife biologist in the 
Service’s Southwest Regional Office, 
can be reached at julie_mcintyre@fws.
gov or 0-8-0.  Tom Burke, a fish 
and wildlife biologist with the Bureau 
of Reclamation, can be reached at the 
address and number below.
Programs	Working	to	Recover	the	
Razorback	Sucker
•  Upper Colorado River Endangered 













































Razorback suckers prefer warm-water reaches of large rivers, such as the scenic San Juan River in northern 
New Mexico and southeast Utah.
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Paige Najvar, a fish and wildlife biolo-
gist in the Service’s Austin, Texas, Office, 
can be reached at paige_najvar@fws.gov 
or 1-90-00, ext. 9.
A Houston toad breeding pond on Jim Small’s property in Bastrop, Texas.  Jim has a Safe Harbor Agreement in 
































































































































































Kathy Reshetiloff, a writer/editor in 
the Chesapeake Bay Field Office, can be 
reached at kathryn_reshetiloff@fws.gov 






































































































































































Pete Gober, the project leader of the 
Black-footed Ferret Recovery Program, 
can be reached at pete_gober@fws.gov or 
0--89, ext. .
   MINIMUM  ESTIMATED 
 PRAIRIE FERRETS FALL BREEDING
SITE (YEAR INITIATED) DOG SPP.  RELEASED POPULATION ADULTS 
 
Shirley Basin, WY (1991) Wtpd 277 196 98
UL Bend NWR, MT (1994) Btpd 208 13 7
Badlands NP, SD (1994) Btpd 175 20 10
Aubrey Valley, AZ (1996) Gpd 173 66 33
Conata Basin, SD (1996) Btpd 150 292 146
Ft. Belknap Ind. Res., MT (1997) Btpd 167 0 0
Coyote Basin, UT (1999) Wtpd 200 25 13
Chey. River Ind. Res., SD (2000) Btpd 189 150 75
BLM 40-complex, MT (2001) Btpd 95 3 3
Wolf Creek, CO, (2001) Wtpd 209 16 8
Janos, Mexico (2001) Btpd 282 13 7
Rosebud Ind. Res., SD (2003) Btpd 99 30 15
Lower Brule Ind. Res., SD (2006) Btpd 62 14 7
Wind Cave NP, SD (2007) Btpd 49 Recent release No data
Espee Ranch, AZ (2007) Gpd 44 Recent release No data
Logan County, KS (2007) Btpd 24 Recent release No data
N. Cheyenne Ind. Res, MT (2008) Btpd 8 Recent release  No data
Vermejo Ranch, NM Btpd 53 Recent release No data
Total  2464 838 422
Status of the black-footed ferret in the wild
Probable historical range of the black-footed ferret 
(shaded) and current reintroduction sites.  The 
locations of reintroduction sites are portrayed in 
their chronological order of implementation as 
follows:  1) Shirley Basin, WY (1991); 2) Badlands 
National Park, SD (1994); 3) UL Bend NWR, MT (1994); 
4) Conata Basin, SD (1996); 5) Aubrey Valley, AZ 
(1996); 6) Fort Belknap Indian Reservation, MT (1997); 
7) Coyote Basin, UT (1999); 8) Cheyenne River Indian 
Reservation, SD (2000); 9) Wolf Creek, CO (2001); 10) 
BLM “40 Complex”, MT (2001); 11) Janos, Chihuahua, 
Mexico (2001); 12) Rosebud Indian Reservation, SD 
(2003); 13) Lower Brule Indian Reservation, SD (2006); 
14) Wind Cave NP, SD (2007); 15)  Espee Ranch, AZ 
(2007); 16) Logan County, KS (2007); 17) Northern 
Cheyenne Indian Reservation, MT (2008); and 18) 
Vermejo Ranch, NM (2008).
Wtpd (white-tailed prairie dog)       Btpd (black-tailed prairie dog)


























































































































































Dan Mulhern, a fish and wildlife biol-
ogist in the Service’s Kansas Ecological 
Services Field Office, can be reached at 
8-9-, ext. 109.
A black-footed ferret gains its freedom in Kansas.



































































































































































































Stephanie Weagley, an information 
and education specialist in the Service’s 
Carlsbad, California, Fish and Wildlife 
Office, can be reached at stephanie_
weagley@fws.gov or 0-1-90.



























































































































































































Mike Hawkes was the manager for 
the Kaua‘i National Wildlife Refuge 
Complex before becoming the manager at 
Buenos Aires National Wildlife Refuge 
in Arizona.  He can be reached at 0-
8-1 x10 or mike_hawkes@fws.gov. 
 




























































































































Valary Bloom, a fish and wildlife biol-
ogist in the Service’s Sacramento Fish 
and Wildlife Office, can be reached at 
valary_bloom@fws.gov or 91-1-00.





Rare-plant ecologist Diana Immel examines a showy Indian clover bloom.



























































































































































Paul Scheerer, a biologist with 
the Oregon Department of Fish and 
Wildlife’s Native Fish Investigations 
Project, can be reached at 1--, 
ext. , or paul.scheerer@oregonstate.
edu.  For more information on the 
project, visit http://oregonstate.edu/Dept/
ODFW/NativeFish/OregonChub.htm.












































































































































































Michael Olson, the Service’s Missouri 
River coordinator, can be reached at 
01-0-81 or michael_olson@fws.
gov.  Barb Perkins was a public affairs 
specialist in the Service’s Lakewood, 
Colorado, Regional Office until she 
retired recently.
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks crew with three pallid sturgeon 
captured in a single netting during broodstock collection in North 
Dakota.























































































































































Basia Trout, a natural resource 
specialist in the Bureau of Reclamation’s 
Northern California Area Office and a 
member of the CVPCP/HRP Technical 
Team, can be reached at 0-8-01 
or btrout@mp.usbr.gov.  Program 
Managers for the CVPCP/HRP are 
John Thomson (Bureau of Reclamation) 
and Caroline Prose (Fish and Wildlife 
Service).  John can be reached at 91-
98-0 or jthomson@mp.usbr.gov; 
Caroline can be reached at 91-1-, 
or caroline_prose@fws.gov.
Drumheller Slough in California’s Central Valley 






































































































































































































































































1USFWS Region 1, Western Washington 






USFWS Region 9, Arlington, Virginia 
(debby_crouse@fws.gov, 0-8-1).
USGS Patuxent Wildlife Research 
Center, Laurel, Maryland (sconverse@
usgs.gov, 01-9-).  
USFWS Region 1, Portland, Oregon 
(steven_morey@fws.gov, 0-1-108).




























































Editor’s note:  This edition of the 
Bulletin features several examples of 
progress in recovering Hawaii’s endan-
gered birds.  The following article points 
out, however, that significant challenges 
remain.







































































































Matthew Cimitile, an environ-
mental journalism graduate student 
at Michigan State University, can be 
reached at 81-8-90 or cimitile@
msu.edu    
 
A Hawaiian petrel takes off after being picked up by 




































































An ivory-billed woodpecker educates students at the 
Audubon Park Zoo in New Orleans.
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Students in the Asheville, North Carolina, area, paddle the Toe River in search of the Appalachian elktoe.
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Kelly Ann Bibb, the Service’s 
Southeast Recovery Coordinator in 
Atlanta, Georgia, can be reached at 0-
9-1 or kelly_bibb@fws.gov.  Seth 
Willey, the Service’s Mountain-Prairie 
Regional Recovery Coordinator in 
Denver, Colorado, is available at 0--
 or seth_willey@fws.gov.
Students help to release Puerto Rican crested toad 
tadpoles at Gabia Commonwealth Forest in Puerto 
Rico.
Chris Davidson of the Service’s Conway, Arkansas, 
office gives a presentation to students at the 


































Note:  For a single copy of the poster, call 
1-800--WILD.  Bulk quantities can be 
purchased ($.00 for a package of ) by 
calling 0--19 and asking for item 
number FW00.































































Roger Root, Assistant Supervisor for 
the South Coast Division of the Service’s 
Ventura Fish and Wildlife Office, can 

















      http: / /www.fws.gov/endangered
PACIFIC REGION—REGION ONE  Eastside Federal Complex, 911 N.E. 11th Ave, Portland OR 97232
Hawaii and other Pacific Islands, Idaho, Oregon, Washington,   Robyn Thorson, Regional Director  503-231-6118
      http: / /www.fws.gov/pacif ic
SOUTHWEST REGION—REGION TWO  P.O. Box 1306, Albuquerque, NM 87103
Arizona, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas    Benjamin Tuggle, Regional Director  505-248-6282
      http: / /www.fws.gov/southwest
MIDWEST REGION—REGION THREE  Federal Bldg., Ft. Snelling, Twin Cities MN 55111
Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota,    Thomas O. Melius, Regional Director   612-715-5301
Missouri, Ohio, and Wisconsin      http: / /www.fws.gov/midwest
SOUTHEAST REGION—REGION FOUR  1875 Century Blvd., Suite 200, Atlanta, GA 30345
Alabama, Arkansas, Louisiana, Georgia, Kentucky,    Sam Hamilton, Regional Director  404-679-7086




New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania,    http: / /www.fws.gov/northeast
Rhode Island, Vermont, Virginia, and West Virginia
MOUNTAIN-PRAIRIE REGION—REGION SIX  P.O. Box 25486, Denver Federal Center, Denver CO 80225
Colorado, Kansas, Montana, Nebraska, North    Stephen Guertin, Regional Director  303-236-7920
Dakota, South Dakota, Utah, and Wyoming      http: / /www.fws.gov/mountain-prairie
ALASKA REGION—REGION SEVEN  1011 E. Tudor Rd., Anchorage, AK 99503
Alaska    Geoff Haskett, Regional Director  907-786-3542
      http: / /www.fws.gov/alaska
PACIFIC SOUTHWEST—REGION EIGHT  2800 Cottage Way, Sacramento, CA 95825
California and Nevada     Renne Lohoefner, Regional Director  916-414-6464
                       http: / /www.fws.gov/cno
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  Endangered Species Bulletin  Endangered Species Bulletin   Spring 2009 Spring 2009
B O x  S C O R E
Listings and Recovery Plans as of April 3, 2009
  ENDANGERED	 THREATENED
	 	 	 	 	 	 TOTAL	 U.S.	SPECIES	
	 GROUP	 U.S.	 FOREIGN	 U.S.	 FOREIGN	 LISTINGS	 W/	PLANS
  MAMMALS  69  256  13  20  358  55
  BIRDS  75  179  15  6  275  85
  REPTILES  13  66  24  16  119  38
  AMPHIBIANS  14  8  11  1  34  17
  FISHES  74  11  65  1  151  101
  SNAILS  24  1  11  0  36  30
  CLAMS  62  2  8  0  72  70
  CRUSTACEANS  19  0  3  0  22  18
  INSECTS  47  4  10  0  61  40
  ARACHNIDS  12  0  0  0  12  12
  CORALS  0  0  2  0  2  0
ANIMAL SUBTOTAL  409  527  162  44  1,142  467
  FLOWERING PLANTS  572  1  143  0  716  633
  CONIFERS  2  0  1  2  5  3
  FERNS AND OTHERS  26  0  2  0  28  28
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